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Easter greetings from the VTA 

The VTA Executive Council and Secretariat extends its best wishes to our members and 

supporters over the Easter break. This Easter will be radically different from what we are all 

used to, but we hope you are able to connect with family, friends and loved ones either in 

person or via telephone, video and social media. We trust that you are coping with the many 

changes and challenges that we all have to face. Our industry has come together 

magnificently and has shown its ability to perform under pressure. Stay calm and safe over 

Easter and continue working to eradicate coronavirus from our communities. 

VTA supports changes to Victorian Road Safety Act to secure movement of 

freight 

The VTA has supported changes to the Victorian Road Safety Act that will safeguard and 

secure the movement of freight during a time of unprecedented consumer demand. 

Concessions the Association achieved from local councils for heavy vehicle curfews to be 

eased have now been formally gazetted, and the Road Safety Act changed accordingly. The 

change coincides with approval by Victorian Planning Minister Richard Wynne of new rules 

exempting essential businesses from existing noise restrictions. Both initiatives were 

advocated for to help supermarkets, hospitals, pharmacies and other essential businesses to 



meet the significant demand pressures brought about by the coronavirus. Follow this link to 

review the VTA media release on this matter. 

VTA Driver Exchange adopted by other states 

The VTA Driver Exchange program launched to keep drivers working by encouraging 

resource sharing within our industry has been warmly welcomed by the transport sector, 

with over a dozen operators registering their interest. It is also encouraging that our affiliate 

associations in Tasmania and Western Australia are launching variations of the program in a 

sign of terrific solidarity. We are calling for expressions of interest by operators with excess 

drivers and by operators who are in desperate need of drivers. The VTA will assist in 

matching the requirements and ensuring that there is a smooth transition of drivers from 

one company to another. To register your interest and learn more, please complete this 

form or contact the VTA on 03 9646 8590.  

Glen Cameron calls for greater support and access for truck drivers 

In an open letter, VTA Executive Councillor Glen Cameron thanked his customers for the 

extensive support they have shown during this challenging period and for acknowledging the 

importance of logistic and fright and its integral role in supporting Australia and Australians. 

Cameron highlights the growing number of access bans and lockouts from amenities at sites 

his drivers are experiencing along every link in the supply chain. As such, he has called on 

his customers to support his employees in gaining greater access to amenities both at 

distribution hubs and end customer points by circulating his communication.  

VTA welcomes Morrison Government’s JobKeeper program 

The VTA has welcomed the Morrison Government’s $130 billion JobKeeper payment 

program that has been announced to help Australian business and those they employ to 

endure the economic slump created by COVID-19. Under the program, the Government will 

pay employers impacted by the coronavirus, to keep paying workers they otherwise could 

no longer support $1500 a fortnight for up to six months. The VTA and other industry 

representative groups congratulates the Government for listening to their concerns and 

acknowledges that businesses need support to keep connected to their workers over the 

weeks and months ahead, and that subsidising wages will put business in the best possible 

position to lead the economic recovery. For further information about the program and to 

find out if you are eligible please click here.  

VTA disappointed with DPWA price hikes  

The VTA has described the stevedore DP World Australia’s increase to ancillary charges at its 

terminals at the Port of Melbourne and around Australia as “insensitive” and coming at a 

time when the transport industry is already facing economic headwinds due to COVID-19. 

We have on DP World to give wharf carriers more time to prepare for the increase, which 

are set to take effect from 1 May. You can review the VTA media release on the matter 

here.  

Federal Government acts to ensure heavy vehicle drivers have necessary 

facilities 

https://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LocalAccess.pdf
http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Driver-Exchange-Registration-Form-1.pdf
http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Driver-Exchange-Registration-Form-1.pdf
https://www.fullyloaded.com.au/industry-news/2004/cameron-in-plea-to-customers-for-truck-driver-support
https://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/JobSeeker.pdf
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/jobkeeper
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/jobkeeper
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/jobkeeper
https://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DPWA30.03.pdf


The Morrison Government has enacted legislation to ensure businesses continue to operate 

and maintain truck driver lounges and facilities at roadside service centres during COVID-19. 

Under the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL), these facilities will be authorised to continue 

to providing services to commercial vehicle drivers in need of food, showers, restrooms and 

a place to rest to mange their fatigue. This exemption is subject to service stations, service 

centres, roadhouses or similar businesses implementing protocols to provide appropriate 

social distancing and hygiene arrangements for their facilities. For further information please 

click here.  

Hand Sanitisers, Wipes and IR Thermal Thermometers 

Members requiring and hand sanitisers, wipes and hand thermometers are reminded that 

VTA member Doug Painter – TLS, has obtained a regular supply of these vital items. Doug is 

providing these products to VTA members and our industry at great prices compared to 

traditional, formal suppliers. Shipping is free and there are no fees for credit card purchases. 

To review the range and place an order visit the website here. 

Freight Victoria Update 

Freight Victoria is now publishing a weekly Victorian Freight and Logistics Industry update to 

keep the industry informed of key information and initiatives from the Victorian Government 

and other agencies during the COVID-19 pandemic. In its latest bulletin, Freight Victoria 

reminds industry that the Victorian Government has moved to stage 3 restrictions to help 

slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) and save lives, and that a Restricted Activity 

Direction applies to certain businesses and undertakings. Freight, logistics and home 

delivery are not included within this direction. To read the update follow this link. 

VTA Coronavirus Information Page 
 
Members are reminded to visit the VTA information page on its website where critical 

information about the COVIE-19 pandemic is housed and updated for members and visitors 

to the site to access. It can be found as an addition to the “INFO CENTRE” icon on the 

website home page. The page contains information on federal and state government 

initiatives to assist transport operators to manage the economic hardship the virus has 

created for thousands of businesses across Australia, as well as the important work the VTA 

and other industry groups are doing to advocate for policy and regulatory settings to help 

our industry at this time. The VTA is committed to providing timely, fact-based and practical 

information to members about the coronavirus pandemic, and how the Association and 

industry is responding. We are open for business and fully staffed, so do not hesitate to 

contact us on 03 9646 8590 for any advice, assistance or to discuss specific issues. 

 

 

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/vehicle_regulation/files/non-essential-services-exemption-rest-stop-facilities.pdf
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/heavy-vehicle-national-law-and-regulations
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/vehicles/vehicle_regulation/files/non-essential-services-exemption-rest-stop-facilities.pdf
http://www.epicleanse.com.au/
https://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Freight-and-Logistics-Industry-Update-Week-2.pdf
https://vta.memnet.com.au/memberselfservice/DistributionTracking/TrackLinks.aspx?href=http%253A%252F%252Fvta.com.au%252Finfo-center%252Fcoronavirus-information%252F&record=d29370ba-5d8e-43f5-b714-b3257bfce0fc

