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Education and enforcement key to
eradicating drug driving

Victoria Police statistics showing one in 37 Victorian truck drivers tested positive to drug driving in
a recent National Day of Drug Testing, demonstrates the need for ongoing co-operation between
enforcement agencies and heavy vehicle operators to eliminate substance abuse by isolated
elements of the industry.

“The overwhelming majority of truck drivers do the right thing when it comes to following the law
and not engaging in behaviour and social practices that could compromise road safety,” said VTA
CEO Peter Anderson.

“As an industry group we attempt to work closely with Police and enforcement agencies to
educate operators and drivers about the perils of substance abuse. We welcome any opportunity
to expand and build further on our efforts to date, in the interests of creating awareness among all
road users of the legal and moral need to refrain from driving under the influence of illicit drugs.

“Workers in the transport industry are reflective of society as a whole, where an unfortunate
minority culture of drug driving does exist. This certainly does not excuse the behaviour of any
heavy vehicle driver under the influence of drugs, but it is important to frame the matter in its
rightful societal context.

“The VTA will continue to advocate to all operators and their drivers of the genuine need to
manage such behaviour, and for operators to take swift action if evidence of it is discovered,” Mr
Anderson said.

Ends...

For further information, please contact Brian O’Neil on 0411 055 284.
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