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Night time curfews will create day time congestion: VTA 
 
Curfews on trucks operating in Melbourne’s north east at night will make morning peak hour and day time 
traffic congestion on roads in the area worse, according to Victoria’s peak transport industry group. 
 
VicRoads is trialling curfews on trucks heavier than 4.5 tonnes on selected north-south thoroughfares that 
run through the north east suburbs of Montmorency, Eltham, Viewbank, Heidelberg Heights, Rosanna and 
surrounds, with the seven-day-a-week, 10pm-6am restrictions applying to: 
 

From August-September, 2015 From November, 2015 

 Greensborough Highway – Rosanna Road 
(Grimshaw Street to Banksia Street) 

 Lower Plenty Road (Greensborough Highway to 
Waiora Road) 

 Waiora Road (Kingsbury Drive to Bell Street) 

 Waterdale Road (Kingsbury Drive to Bell Street) 

 Ryans Road - Wattletree Road 

 Lower Plenty Road – Main Road (Wattletree 
Road to Greensborough Highway) 

 Para Road (Grimshaw Street – Lower Plenty 
Road) 

 St. Helena Road – Karingal Drive 

 Bolton Street 

 
“The VTA generally does not support truck curfews and bans because they are a lazy and short term 
approach to the larger underlying problem of the lack of connectivity of our road network,” said Victorian 
Transport Association CEO Peter Anderson. 
 
“The problem with the curfews being trialled in the north east is that with no viable alternative north-south 
road, drivers making early morning runs will wait until after the curfew to complete their run, creating a 
surge of heavy vehicles just when people are going to work or school.” 
 
Mr Anderson said for many drivers, changing their delivery schedule is not practical because they are 
delivering perishable and delivery time sensitive goods. 
 
“A curfew on a truck is a curfew on the economy if goods aren’t available to consumers when they want 
them. Small businesses operating rigid vehicles will suffer the most from this curfew because getting 
between the northern and southern commercial and industrial precincts will be impeded.” 
 
Mr Anderson said that faced with no practical alternative, drivers may use smaller roads, presenting safety 
implications for all road users. 
 
“Transport operators do not have genuine choice when it comes to a north-south road connection, which is 
why the Northern Link connecting the Eastern Freeway and the Metropolitan Ring Road is the priority roads 
project for the VTA. Melbourne urgently needs this vital connection and the VTA will continue to prosecute 
the case for it to be made,” he said. 
 

Ends… 
 

For further information please contact Brian O’Neil on 0411 055 284. 


