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VTA welcomes $200 million Agriculture Infrastructure and Jobs Fund 
 
The Victorian Transport Association (VTA) has welcomed the Victorian Government’s establishment of a 
$200 million Agriculture Infrastructure and Jobs Fund. One of the major projects earmarked in the fund is 
the upgrade of the Princes Freeway between Geelong and the Port of Melbourne to better accommodate 
High Productivity Freight Vehicles (HPFVs). 
 
“HPFVs are the future of heavy road transport in this country,” said VTA CEO Peter Anderson.  
 
“Every major piece of road infrastructure, over time, must be able to handle longer vehicles that carry 
heavier loads, which will require a sustained program of investment by state and federal governments.  
 
“Premier Andrews, Treasurer Pallas and Roads Minister Luke Donnellan through this announcement show 
they are serious about improving access and safety for HPFV’s, and that they understand there is a net 
community benefit to be had by investing in infrastructure that keeps the right trucks on the right roads.” 
 
Mr Anderson said greater productivity for farmers and transport operators, as well as better safety for all 
road users, would be a by-product of roads that can handle HPFVs. 
 
“HPFVs are the safest heavy transport vehicles on the road today, as well as being the newest and most 
technically advanced. Longer trucks that carry greater loads are a proven way of reducing the number of 
heavy vehicles that use road infrastructure, which can significantly help to ease traffic congestion on our 
freeways and connecting roads,” Mr Anderson said.  
 
“Farmers and freight operators also benefit because HPFVs are more economical to operate, which 
improves their margins and can help to free up capital for investing elsewhere in their businesses, which in 
turn is good for the economy. 
 
“Ultimately, it is the whole supply chain from the farms through to the Port that benefits from road 
infrastructure upgrades that accommodate HPFV’s - we now need to see similar investment commitments 
on other major road corridors throughout Victoria,” Mr Anderson said. 
 
Mr Anderson reiterated the VTA’s support for the Port of Melbourne lease legislation, provided it is 
amended to address VTA members’ concerns about the potential for excessive cost hikes. 
 
“The VTA supports the lease of the port because proceeds are needed to improve community road safety 
through level crossing removals, which will also alleviate the traffic congestion that reduces transport 
productivity and increases costs.  
 
“We look forward to working with the Victorian Government, VicRoads and Infrastructure Victoria to identify 
and endorse the major transport and logistics infrastructure projects we need to improve safety and 
productivity,” Mr Anderson said. 
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