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VTA open for business to help members navigate coronavirus crisis 

The VTA wishes to advise members that our office remains open and fully staffed to provide 

assistance and advice during the coronavirus crisis and on other industry issues. We are 

continuing to offer and run our training programs, albeit with restrictions in place on 

numbers to conform with government requirements around hygiene and social distancing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Association on 03 9646 8590 for any assistance you 

might require. 

VTA launches Driver Exchange program to keep transport workers employed 

The VTA has established a Driver Exchange program to match truck drivers and transport 

workers that have temporarily lost their jobs with industries where there has been a surge in 

demand for drivers. The focus of the Driver Exchange is to keep drivers working by 

encouraging resource sharing within our industry, and to maintain efficient supply chains. 

We are calling for expressions of interest by operators with excess drivers and by operators 

http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Enews-F2903.pdf
http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/DriverExchange.pdf


who are in desperate need of drivers. The VTA will assist in matching the requirements and 

ensuring that there is a smooth transition of drivers from one company to another. To 

register your interest and learn more, please complete this form or contact the VTA on 03 

9646 8590. Sincere thanks to Logical Staffing Solutions and Transurban for their support of 

this initiative to keep our drivers working. 

NHVR reducing burden on industry accreditation 

The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) has announced temporary changes to 

National Heavy Vehicle Accreditation Scheme (NHVAS) medical requirements and face-to-

face audit requirements, in response to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. The changes will 

enable heavy vehicle drivers operating under Advanced Fatigue Management (AFM) or Basic 

Fatigue Management (BFM) accreditations to continue to drive with an expired driver 

medical, until they can practicably obtain one. Auditors can undertake all document and 

records validation and audits remotely, requesting electronic copies be emailed to them or 

by another suitable method and conducting conversations over the phone where applicable. 

For further information visit the NHVR website.  

VTA welcomes Commonwealth and Victorian Government support  

The VTA has welcomed support measures announced this week by the Commonwealth and 

Victorian Governments that will assist businesses adversely impacted by the coronavirus 

(COVID-19). Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced a $66 billion economic recovery 

package with a focus on supporting small business to stay afloat and keep people employed. 

The Victorian Government announced a $1.7 billion economic survival and jobs package. For 

further information on support available read the VTA media release here. 

Driver Delivery program can assist with demand for transport workers 

Driver shortages in the transport industry have been amplified by coronavirus with 

unprecedented demand surges we have seen. The VTA Driver Delivery program can assist 

transport operators looking for highly trained and qualified drivers. Further information is 

available on a dedicated page we have created at the VTA website here. 

TCA releases new specification for telematic devices  

Transport Certification Victoria (TCA) has released a new specification for telematic devices. 

The new Telematics Device Functional and Technical Specification responds to the rapid 

pace of technological developments, the growing use of devices on assets other than 

vehicles, and the use of lower-level assurance through the National Telematics Framework. 

The specification replaces the Telematics In-Vehicle Unity (IVU) Functional and Technical 

Specification and retains a focus on performance outcomes to encourages innovation and 

the adaptation of new technologies. Further information about the new specifications can be 

found here.  

UD Volvo Australia appoints new Sales Vice President Australia  

UD Trucks Australia has an announced the appointment of Lauren Downs as new Vice 

President of Sales. Downs will take the reigns from 1 May, replacing Mark Strambi who has 

announced his retirement. Downs comes from Volvo Bus Australia where she currently 

http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Driver-Exchange-Registration-Form-1.pdf
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/news/2020/03/25/nhvr-reducing-burden-on-industry-accreditation
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus
https://www.business.vic.gov.au/disputes-disasters-and-succession-planning/illness-and-business-management-plan/coronavirus-business-support
http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/StateCommonAssistance.pdf
http://vta.com.au/driver-delivery/
https://tca.gov.au/
https://tca.gov.au/publication/https-tca-gov-au-specification-telematicsdevicefts-version4-1/
https://tca.gov.au/national-telematics-framework/
https://tca.gov.au/national-telematics-framework/functional-and-technical-specifications/
https://www.udtrucks.com/australia
https://www.volvobuses.com.au/


serves as General Manager. Prior to that she worked as Sales and Marketing Coordinator 

before accepting a role as Global Sales and Competence Development Manager at Volvo 

Headquarters in Gothenburg, Sweden. The VTA wishes Lauren all the best in her new 

position.  

Curfews on trucks lifted to increase heavy vehicle access 

The VTA has advocated for curfew restrictions on heavy vehicles to be lifted to enable easier 

access for trucks servicing supermarkets and shops throughout the state in the midst of 

unprecedented consumer demand. We appreciate the efforts of the Victorian Government to 

enable this change, which is a factor in the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) 

announcing restrictions on all curfew permits, except those related to safety and access, 

have been suspended temporarily. Please contact the VTA with any queries about what this 

means for your operation.  

VTA sponsors offer support 

The VTA has been inundated with offers of support from sponsors to assist our members 

handle business challenges brought about by coronavirus. TWUSUPER has established a 

dedicated web page for handling superannuation enquiries, whilst Gallagher’s is offering 

specialist compliance advice on insurance, risk management and workplace safety. Our 

friends at accountants Matthews Steer have published an article on how businesses can 

survive the implications of COVID-19 and would welcome the opportunity to assist VTA 

members. It is terrific to see suppliers to our industry rallying with offers of support. 

Bushfire affected communities to receive funding to boost safety for heavy 

vehicles  

Townships and regional areas affected by recent bushfires will be assessed by the Federal 

Government as part of the $300 million in funding to upgrade key infrastructure across 

Australia. Under Round 7 of the Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity Program (HVSPP), 

roads and rest stops damaged by fires or already deteriorating will be eligible for funding. 

Part of the allocated budget will also go towards councils for bridge repair under Round 5 of 

the Bridge Renewal Program. Click here to find out more.  

VTA Priority Report out now 

A new edition of the VTA Priority Report magazine is out now and available to download.  

Look out for print issues in your mailbox over the coming weeks and to download the 

current issue follow this link. Should you require more copies please contact the VTA on 03 

9646 8590. 

Monash Freeway’s $1.4 billion upgrade is underway  

The Monash Freeway is undergoing a $1.4 billion upgrade a part of stage two construction 

which commenced last week. With an additional $367.5 million into the project from the 

Commonwealth and Victorian Governments in September, the project is expected to be 

completed by 2022. Up to 1000 local jobs will be created on the project with the centre 

median of the Monash arterial of the Monash to be transformed into a work site. Overseen 

by Major Road Projects Victoria the project aims to improve efficiency for thousands of 

http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-VIC-CURFEWS-LIFTED.pdf
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/
https://www.twusuper.com.au/forms-and-resources/news/covid-19-your-super-and-available-assistance/
https://www.ajg.com.au/pandemic-preparedness
https://www.matthewssteer.com.au/email/adbf054e-b905-439a-acc3-0fd759a8978d/45a5b687-35a5-441d-901d-3d1de60adbe4
https://investment.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure_investment/heavy_vehicle_safety_and_productivity.aspx
https://investment.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure_investment/heavy_vehicle_safety_and_productivity.aspx
http://vta.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/VTA-Priority-Report-Autum-2020-74LR.pdf
https://roadprojects.vic.gov.au/projects/monash-freeway-upgrade


businesses in the southeast. For further information about the changes and any major lane 

closure can be found here.  

Training 

• Prescribed Industrial Waste – 31st of March & 7th and 21st April 2020 

Upcoming Events 

The VTA has postponed the: 

• Annual Women’s Lunch 

• Ministerial Breakfast and;  

• Regional Tours  

 

because of the impacts of coronavirus. These events will be rescheduled when social 

distancing restrictions have been lifted. We thank our sponsors for their support and 

patience in these unprecedented times. 

 

https://roadprojects.vic.gov.au/projects/monash-freeway-upgrade
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