
 
 

Victorian Transport Association 
PO Box 5, South Melbourne, 3205 

 

 
 
Media Release 
7 August 2019 

Record number attend VTA ports conference 
 
On the 50 year anniversary of the containerisation of the Port of Melbourne, a record number of delegates attended 
the Victorian Transport Association’s Port Outlook 2019. 
 
The conference, held on Tuesday 6 August at the Docklands’s Sketch, was built around the theme of intermodal 
connectivity and brought together an impressive program of speakers from the sector, including Port of Melbourne 
CEO, Brendan Bourke; VICT CEO, Anders Dømmestrup; and Minister for Ports and Freight, the Hon Melissa Horne 
MP.  
 
VTA CEO, Peter Anderson, used his opening address to call on the industry to work together to overcome the 
challenges facing our ports, as Victoria’s population - and demand - continues to grow. 
 
“Customers are becoming more demanding and regulations have increased to the point that the margins for error 
are now almost non-existent,” Mr. Anderson said.   
 
“As businesses, operators, advocates and decision makers, we have a responsibility to be patient, focussed and 
respectful of each other as we focus on safety, productivity and efficiency.  
 
“Port Outlook is a fantastic opportunity for our industry to not only get an update from the operators within our 
ports, but also to look forward at the developments on the horizon that will shape our sector, infrastructure, and 
nation.” 
 
In her address, Minister Horne acknowledged the freight industry as a big employer and generator of wealth for the 
State and praised the VTA for its innovative Cleaner Freight Initiative.  
 
“It was fantastic to have Minister Horne outline some of the Andrews Government’s key freight initiatives regarding 
the port and emphasise the importance of connecting the port to road and rail,” Mr. Anderson said. 
 
“Now in its second term, the state government has driven change and development at an extraordinary pace - not 
only in terms of infrastructure, but also entirely new ideas and structures, such as the introduction of Freight 
Victoria.  
 
“The record turnout today speaks to the amount of exciting change and innovation that’s happening in the freight 
sector, and our industry’s commitment to staying up to date and on the cutting edge.” 
 
Port Outlook 2019’s program included a panel discussion between leading figures from Melbourne’s four major 
stevedores, Port of Melbourne’s Brendan Bourke outlining the challenges for growth, and an industry panel on 
Victorian ports and channels. Delegates were also treated to a guided boat tour of the port. 
 
Port Outlook 2019 was sponsored by Port of Melbourne. 
 
Ends  
 
For media enquiries contact Patrick Rasmussen - 0430 159 690. 


