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VicRoads Montague Street bridge changes a good start 
 
The Victorian Transport Association today welcomed a package of works announced by VicRoads 
in relation to the Montague Street bridge to provide vehicles with earlier notification they are 
approaching a low structure. 
 
VicRoads will install new gantries with hanging paddles that would hit the top of a high vehicle 
before it reaches the bridge, along with additional early warning signage to supplement existing 
signage and vehicle height detection that activates flashing lights. 
 
It will also look at the cost and feasibility of lowering the road at the Montague Street bridge as a 
long term solution to mitigating bridge strikes. 
 
VTA CEO Peter Anderson said GPS mapping often led to non-professional drivers of rental trucks, 
recreational vehicles, busses and other casual operators being responsible for the bulk of strikes at 
the low bridges throughout Melbourne. 
 
“Smartphone GPS devices may be telling casual light truck, truck and recreational vehicle drivers 
the most direct route to take, but they aren’t alerting them to low bridges and other possible 
hazards,” Mr Anderson said.  
 
“So we welcome the changes announced by VicRoads today with respect to the Montague Street 
Bridge, which is a good start to eliminating disruptive and costly bridge strikes.” 
 
Mr Anderson said the Montague Street bridge was one of 10 bridges in inner Melbourne the VTA 
has been encouraging regulators to address. 
 
“Whether you are a professional or non-professional driver you have a responsibility to know the 
height of your vehicle and ensure whatever route you take is devoid of height clearance hazards,” 
he said. 
 
“The VTA continues to work with VicRoads and other authorities to ensure appropriate early 
height warning signage and other measures are in place, and that they are sufficiently placed so 
that operators have time to stop and turn around. 
 
“We are also encouraging the use of emerging technology like in-cabin warning transponders to 
alert drivers to possible hazards,” Mr Anderson said. 
 

Ends… 
 

For further information please contact Brian O’Neil on 0411 055 284. 


