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Road infrastructure funding - the prize of Port lease 
 
Lost in the “will they or won’t they lease the Port” back and forth between the Victorian 
Government and Opposition is the urgent need for Port of Melbourne lease proceeds to fund 
critical infrastructure upgrades to Melbourne and Victoria’s road transportation network. 
 
And that is one of the most frustrating elements of what is clearly a political stalemate between 
governing and opposition parties, made even worse because both parties supported the lease at 
the last election. 
 
If ever there was a piece of legislation that opposing parties should find common ground on it 
would be policy that fundamentally has bi-partisan support. In this case, both parties pledged to 
lease the Port of Melbourne and earmarked proceeds to fund urgently-needed transport 
infrastructure projects. 
 
Yet almost 18 months after the election, and after an Upper House committee rigorously 
scrutinised enabling legislation, we are in the unfortunate situation where the Treasurer will likely 
need to use his administrative powers to lease the Port, instead of legislation. The full implications 
of this remain to be seen, but the transaction price will no doubt take a hit with possible investors 
not having the same certainty they would have had an Act of Parliament enabled the transaction. 
 
The VTA has consistently supported leasing the Port to fund the removal of level crossings and 
other vital infrastructure works that will reduce road congestion that is stifling productivity for 
freight operators.  
 
We continue to urge legislators from both sides of politics to do what Victorians elected them to 
do, and reach consensus to get the best possible outcomes for the state.  
 
When the Port is finally leased, let’s hope legislators can agree on future transport infrastructure 
projects it will eventually fund, so that Victoria can begin to catch up with the rest of Australia 
when it comes to road infrastructure projects. 
 
Peter Anderson 
CEO, VTA 
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