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VTA welcomes Western Distributor announcement 
 
The VTA welcomes today’s announcement by the Andrews Government that it intends to set aside 
$1.46 billion for construction of the Western Distributor over a four year period.   
 
The proposed Western Distributor will provide transport operators with a much-needed alternative to 
the Westgate Bridge and create improved access to the Port of Melbourne. 
 
This infrastructure development will provide all Victorians with ongoing productivity gains and 
improved transit times. 
 
Peter Anderson, VTA CEO, says that while the project will indeed provide much needed relief to 
Melbourne’s increasing congestion, there are other options that should also be considered to get our 
roads moving again.    
 
“It’s no secret that Victoria needs investment in infrastructure to meet the State’s rising demand and 
ease congestion. Congestion not only leads to increased travel times and frustration for commuters, it 
contributes to ever increasing freight costs through lost productivity and reduced efficiency while 
meeting our customer’s expectations,” Mr Anderson said.  
  
“While we certainly welcome today’s announcement, it’s important not to lose focus on the bigger 
picture, and ensure other sustainable and efficient infrastructure projects are also considered. 
 
“The proposed North East Link, for example, will connect the Metropolitan Ring Road with the Eastern 
Freeway and Eastlink, and will greatly improve traffic-flow in Melbourne’s north-east, helping trucks 
avoid residential streets.  
 
“The VTA supports the better utilisation of existing infrastructure. With smart incentives for transport 
operators, freight can be more productively moved while remaining safer and cohesive with other 
road users. 
 
“We look forward to continuing to work with the State and Federal Governments to create viable and 
smart infrastructure that not only helps the transport industry, but provides relief for all Victorians.”  
 

Ends… 
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