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VTA seeks heavy vehicle toll clarification from Transurban 
 
The Victorian Transport Association (VTA) is seeking clarification from CityLink operator 
Transurban regarding tolling arrangements for heavy vehicles. 
 
Construction is due to start this week on the $1.3 billion CityLink Tullamarine widening project 
between Bulla Road and Bell Street, and media reports last week suggested placarded trucks 
carrying dangerous goods could be exempted from tolls on Transurban’s proposed Western 
Distributor to encourage them off local streets. 
 
VTA CEO Peter Anderson said transport operators already paid a massive premium to use 
Transurban roads, with tolls for heavy vehicles almost double the amount for passenger cars and 
tipped to triple the amount when the widening works are completed. 
 
“CityLink widening works are being funded in part by the transport industry and heavy vehicle 
operators,” Mr Anderson said.  
 
“While toll increases on passenger vehicles have been frozen for the next two years, trucks 
continue to face annual increases that will help fund the widening project.” 
 
Mr Anderson said transport operators need certainty about tolling arrangements to efficiently run 
their businesses.  
 
“There is no question that exempting or even discounting tolls on heavy vehicles – as Transurban 
suggested last week – would act as a further incentive for them to refrain from using local streets. 
 
“However, when the VTA earlier this year proposed discounted tolling for heavy vehicles using the 
Bolte Bridge at night as a further incentive to reduce traffic on local roads, Transurban was 
reluctant to accept the proposal. So their current idea for exemptions and discounts on the 
Western Distributor, should it proceed, needs clarification.” 
 
Mr Anderson said the VTA and industry has worked closely with councils and resident groups in 
the inner west on strategies to reduce heavy vehicle usage on local roads. 
 
“Where there is an alternative drivers will always use the bigger road because they are safer and 
more efficient. We will continue to work with local stakeholders on intelligent solutions to keep 
heavy vehicle use of local roads to a minimum,” he said. 
 

Ends… 
 

For further information please contact Brian O’Neil on 0411 055 284. 


